
Russia
Formal Name: Russian Federation. 
Short Form: Russia. 
Term for Citizen(s): Russian(s). 
Capital: Moscow. 
Flag: Three equal-sized horizontal bands of white (top), red, and blue. 
Geography 
Size: 17,075,200 square kilometers. 
Topography: Broad plain with low hills west of Urals in European Russia and 
vast coniferous forests and tundra east of Urals in Siberia. Uplands and 
mountains along southern border regions in Caucasus Mountains. About 10 
percent of land area swampland, about 45 percent covered by forest. 
Climate: Ranges from temperate to Arctic continental. Winter weather varies 
from short-term and cold along Black Sea to long-term and frigid in Siberia. 
Summer conditions vary from warm on steppes to cool along Arctic coast. Much 
of Russia covered by snow six months of year. Weather usually harsh and 
unpredictable. Average annual temperature of European Russia 0°C, lower in 
Siberia. Precipitation low to moderate in most areas; highest amounts in 
northwest, North Caucasus, and Pacific coast. 
Land Boundaries: Land borders extend 20,139 kilometers: Azerbaijan 284 
kilometers, Belarus 959 kilometers, China 3,645 kilometers, Estonia 290 
kilometers, Finland 1,313 kilometers, Georgia 723 kilometers, Kazakstan 6,846 
kilometers, Democratic People's Republic of Korea 19 kilometers, Latvia 217 
kilometers, Lithuania 227 kilometers, Mongolia 3,441 kilometers, Norway 167 
kilometers, Poland 432 kilometers, and Ukraine 1,576 kilometers. 
Water boundaries: Coastline makes up 37,653 kilometers of border. Arctic, 
Atlantic, and Pacific oceans touch shores. 
Land Use: 10 percent arable, 45 percent forest, 5 percent meadows and 
pasture, and 40 percent other, including tundra. 
Society 
Population: According to United States government estimates, 149,909,089. 
According to official 1996 Russian statistics, 148,200,000. 
Ethnic Groups: According to 1989 census, Russian 81.5 percent, Tatar 3.8 
percent, Ukrainian 3.0 percent, Chuvash 1.2 percent, Bashkir 0.9 percent, 
Belorussian 0.8 percent, Mordovian 0.7 percent, and other 8.1 percent. 
Languages: Official language Russian. Approximately 100 others spoken. 
Religion: In 1996 about 75 percent of believers in Russia considered themselves
Russian Orthodox, 19 percent Muslim, and 7 percent other. Religious activity 
increased sharply in post-Soviet period, given official government and 
constitutional sanction. 
Education: About 98 percent of population over age fifteen literate. Constitution 
guarantees right to free preschool, basic general, and secondary vocational 
education. Basic general education compulsory until age fifteen. In 1995 about 
500 postsecondary schools in operation, including forty-two universities. 
Postsecondary technical and vocational schools now offer comprehensive 
education. Private schools and universities emerging in mid-1990s. 
Health: Health care free of charge in principle, but adequate treatment 
increasingly depends upon wealth. Doctors poorly paid and poorly trained, and 
hospitals decrepit. Shortages of nurses, specialized personnel, and medical 
supplies and equipment persist. National distribution of facilities and medical 
personnel highly skewed in favor of urban areas, especially politically sensitive 
cities. About 131 hospital beds per 10,000 population and one doctor for every 
275 citizens. 1994 life expectancy 57.3 years for males, 71.1 years for females, 
having dropped sharply since 1990. Officially reported infant mortality rate 19.9 
per 1,000 live births in 1994. Poor quality of water and air in many areas and 
excessive smoking and alcohol use exacerbate poor health of nation. 
Labor Force: About 57 percent of population working age. Work force relatively 
well-educated but ill-suited for challenges of post-Soviet economy. In 1994 some 
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37 percent of labor force worked in services, 27.7 percent in industry, 14.9 
percent in agriculture, 10.9 percent in construction, and 7.6 percent in transport 
and communications. More than 16 percent of labor force works for government. 
Economy 
Salient Features: After years of double-digit declines, gross domestic product 
(GDP) shrank by only 4 percent in 1995. GDP per capita in 1995 US$4,224. 
Unemployment rising steadily, to estimated 8.5 percent in 1996; official Russian 
numbers about half that amount. Inflation, very high in 1994, under much better 
control under new government policy in 1995-96; April 1997 rate 1.2 percent. 
Economy increasingly dependent on foreign investment, multilateral loan 
agencies, and rescheduling of foreign debt. Privatization nearly complete but 
meeting political opposition to transformation of large state firms. Most prices 
determined by market. Role of organized crime significant, and much economic 
activity officially unaccounted for. 
Agriculture: 6.3 percent of GDP in 1994. Major products grain, sugar beets, 
sunflower seeds, vegetables, fruits, meat, and milk.  
Manufacturing: 28.3 percent of GDP in 1994. Principal products machine tools, 
rolling mills, high-performance aircraft, space vehicles, ships, road and rail 
transportation equipment, communications equipment, agricultural machinery, 
tractors and construction equipment, electric-power generating and transmitting 
equipment, medical and scientific instruments, and consumer durables. 
Services: 50 percent of GDP in 1994. Tourism important source of foreign 
currency. Expansion of financial, communications, and information enterprises 
contributes to growth. Shipping services also major foreign-exchange earner. 
Mining: Considerable mineral wealth, especially iron ore, copper, phosphates, 
manganese, chromium, nickel, platinum, diamonds, and gold. Production 
declined steadily 1990-95. 
Energy: Russia self-sufficient in fuels and energy production. Natural gas and oil 
main fuels exploited, coal production declining but still significant; long-distance 
fuel transportation a significant problem. Main electricity sources: coal 18 
percent, nuclear 13 percent, hydroelectric 19 percent, and natural gas 42 
percent. Industry consumes 61 percent of energy production. Generation 
capacity 188 gigawatts. Energy exports most important source of foreign 
exchange. 
Foreign Trade: Trade liberalization ongoing, abolishing export duties, 
restructuring import tariffs, and ending export registration in 1996. Main trading 
partners Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Britain, the United 
States, Ukraine, Kazakstan, Belarus, China, and Japan. Exports for 1995 
estimated at US$77.8 billion, imports US$57.9 billion. Balance of payments 
US$13.1 billion in 1995. Capital flight expected to drop to US$1 billion in 1996. 
Foreign investment strongly encouraged in some sectors, but unpredictable 
commercial conditions hinder growth. Outstanding Soviet-era debt by Third 
World countries, between US$100 and US$170 billion, could make Russia 
creditor country on balance. 
Currency and Exchange Rate: Ruble. In July 1997, US$1 equaled 5,790 
rubles. 
Fiscal Y 
Transportation and Telecommunications 
Roads: 934,000 kilometers in service in 1995, of which 725,000 kilometers 
paved or gravel and of which 445,000 kilometers serve only specific industries or 
farms. Automobile travel expanding, but roads inadequate in quality and 
quantity. 
Railroads: 154,000 kilometers wide-gauge in 1995, of which 87,000 kilometers 
for common carrier service. 49,000 kilometers diesel, and 38,000 kilometers 
electrified. Proportion of cargo shipping by rail high by Western standards. 
System in need of large-scale repair. 
Civil Aviation: 2,517 airports, of which fifty-four with paved runways over 
3,047 meters. In 1990s hundreds of private airlines formed. Aeroflot, the state 
monopoly of Soviet Union, now joint-stock company with majority of stock held 
by government. Major international airports include Sheremet'evo in Moscow and 
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Pulkovo in St. Petersburg. Flights to most major world capitals and major cities 
within Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). 
Ports and Shipping: Main ports Arkhangel'sk, Astrakhan', Kaliningrad, Kazan', 
Khabarovsk, Kholmsk, Krasnoyarsk, Magadan, Moscow, Murmansk, Nakhodka, 
Nevel'sk, Novorossiysk, Petropavlovsk, Rostov-na-Donu, Sochi, St. Petersburg, 
Tuapse, Vladivostok, Volgograd, Vostochnyy, and Vyborg. Merchant fleet 800 
vessels in 1995. Some 235 ships operating under Maltese, Cypriot, Liberian, 
Panamanian, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Honduran, Marshall Islands, 
Bahamian, and Vanuatu registry. 
Inland waterways: Total navigable routes in general use 101,000 kilometers. 
Pipelines: Crude oil, 48,000 kilometers; petroleum products, 15,000 kilometers;
natural gas, 140,000 kilometers. 
Telecommunications: 24,400,000 telephones; 20,900,000 in urban areas and 
3,500,000 in rural areas in 1995. Development of modern communications lines 
and acquisition of advanced equipment slow. Diversity in radio and television 
programming increasing since late 1980s. Access to Internet and cellular phones 
expanding, but poor state of telecommunications hinders country's 
modernization. 

 

Side 3 af 3Incoterms 2000

14-01-2004http://www.ktsco.com/Services/region/russia.htm



CIS  
 

 
Kazakstan 
Formal Name: Republic of Kazakstan. 
Short Form: Kazakstan. 
Term for Citizens: Kazakstani(s). 
Capital: Almaty, scheduled to move to Aqmola 1998. 
Date of Independence: December 16, 1991. 
Geography 
Size: Approximately 2,717,300 square kilometers. 
Topography: Substantial variation according to region; Altay and 
Tian Shan ranges in east and northeast, about 12 percent of territory,
reach elevation of nearly 7,000 meters; more than three-quarters of 
territory desert or semidesert, with elevations below sea level along 
Caspian Sea coast in far west. 
Climate: Continental and very dry except in eastern moun-
tains, where snowfall heavy; wide temperature variation 
between wiSociety 
Population: By 1994 estimate, 17,268,000; annual growth rate 1.1 
percent in 1994; population density 6.2 persons per square kilometer 
in 1994. 
Ethnic Groups: In 1994, Kazaks 45 percent, Russians 36 per-cent, 
Ukrainians 5 percent, Germans 4 percent, Tatars and Uzbeks 2 
percent each.  
Languages: Official state language a contentious issue; 1995 
constitution stipulates Kazak and Russian as state languages. Russian 
primary language in business, science, and academia. Non-Kazak 
population exerts pressure against requirements for use of Kazak. 
Religion: In 1994, some 47 percent Muslim (Sunni branch), 44 
percent Russian Orthodox, 2 percent Protestant (mainly Bap-tist), 
with smaller numbers of Roman Catholic, Pentecostal, and Jewish 
believers. 
Education and Literacy: Literacy in 1989 was 97.5 percent. 
Education, fully supported by state funds, hampered by shortage of 
facilities and materials and low pay for teachers; major program to 
restructure Soviet system in progress mid-1990s; primary language 
of instruction Russian at all levels. 
Health: Soviet-era free health system declined drastically in early 
1990s, mainly because of low funding. Drugs and materials in short 
supply, doctors underpaid and leaving medicine, child health care 
especially poor. Infant mortality and contagious diseases rising, mid-
1990s. 
Economy 
Gross National Product (GNP): Estimated 1993 at US$26.5 billion, 
or US$1,530 per capita. In 1994 estimated growth rate -25.4 
percent. In early 1990s, growth hindered by Soviet-era specialization 
and centralization, slow privatization. 
Agriculture: Large-scale misallocation of land in Soviet Virgin Lands 
program, emphasizing cultivation over livestock, con-tinues to distort 
land use. Main crops wheat, cotton, and rice; main livestock products 
meat and milk. State farms continue to dominate, 1996; land 
privatization minimal. 
Industry and Mining: Outmoded heavy industry infrastructure 
inherited from Soviet era, specializing in chemicals, machinery, oil 
refining, and metallurgy; coal, iron ore, manganese, phosphates, and 
various other minerals mined. Some light industry. Industrial 
productivity hampered by lost markets and enterprise debt.
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Exports: Mainly raw materials: metals, oil and petroleum products, 
chemicals, worth US$3.08 billion in 1994; share of bartered goods, 
substantial in early 1990s, smaller in 1995 and mainly with 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) partners. Cash sales to 
CIS partners increased substantially in 1995, partially replacing 
barter. Export structure shifting steadily to non-CIS partners, mid-
1990s, as Western oil sales increase; non-CIS expansion needed to 
balance imports for industrial restructuring.  
Imports: In 1994, worth US$3.49 billion, mainly energy products, 
machinery, vehicles, chemicals, and food. Industrial machinery and 
technology imports will increase, energy products decrease, in late 
1990s. Trade deficits with both CIS and non-CIS groups, 1994. Main 
trading partners Russia, Ukraine, Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland,
Czech Republic, Italy, and China. 
Exchange Rate: Tenge introduced November 1993 when Kazakstan 
left ruble zone. Exchange rate sixty-four to US$1, January 1996. 
Inflation: Hyperinflation, 1993 and 1994, brought under better 
control with tightened loan policy; estimated 1995 annual rate 190 
percent. 
Fiscal Policy: Centralized system; fundamental streamlining of tax 
code, 1995, emphasizing taxation of individuals over 
taxaTransportation and Telecommunications 
Highways: In 1994, about 189,000 kilometers of roads, of which 
108,000 kilometers gravel or paved. Road transport declining 
element of economic infrastructure; maintenance and truck fleet 
inadequate to expand service. 
Railroads: Three railroad companies provide about 90 percent of 
national freight haulage, but infrastructure and equipment supply 
unreliable. In 1993, system had 14,148 kilometers of track, of which 
3,050 kilometers electrified, concentrated in north, mainly connecting 
with Russian system. 
Ports: On Caspian Sea, Aqtau, Atyrau, and Fort Shevchenko, with 
limited commercial value. 
Pipelines: In 1992, some 3,480 kilometers for natural gas, 2,850 
kilometers for crude oil, and 1,500 kilometers for refined products. 
Systems mainly connected with Russian lines to north; new lines in 
planning stage, 1996, with Western aid, to connect with Europe and 
other international destinations. 
Telecommunications: Limited service, inadequate to planned 
economic expansion. In 1994, seventeen of 100 urban citizens had 
telephones, heavily concentrated in Almaty. Most equip-ment 
outmoded, overburdened. All international connections through 
Moscow. Radio and television broadcasting govern-ment controlled; 
satellite television broadcasts from other countries; sixty-one 
domestic radio stations, one domestic tele-vision network, 1996. 
  
  

 
  
Kyrgyzstan                                                                  
Formal Name: Kyrgyz Republic. 
Short Form: Kyrgyzstan. 
Term for Citizens: Kyrgyzstani(s). 
Capital: Bishkek. 
Date of Independence: August 31, 1991. 
Geography 
Size: Approximately 198,500 square kilometers. 
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Topography: Dominated by Tian Shan, Pamir, and Alay mountain 
ranges; average elevation 2,750 meters. Mountains separated by 
deep valleys and glaciers. Flat expanses only in northern and eastern 
valleys. Many lakes and fast-flowing rivers draining from mountains. 
Climate: Chiefly determined by mountains, continental with 
sharp local variations between mountain valleys and flatlands. 
Society 
Population: In 1994, estimated at 4.46 million; annual growth rate 
1.9 percent; 1994 population density 22.6 people per square 
kilometer. 
Ethnic Groups: In 1994, 52 percent Kyrgyz, 22 percent Russian, 13 
percent Uzbek, 3 percent Ukrainian, 2 percent German. 
Languages: Aggressive post-Soviet campaign to make Kyrgyz 
official national language in all commercial and government uses by 
1997; Russian still used extensively, and non-Kyrgyz population, 
most not Kyrgyz speakers, hostile to forcible Kyrgyzification. 
Religion: Dominant religion Sunni Muslim (70 percent), with heavy 
influence of tribal religions. Russian population largely Russian 
Orthodox. 
Education and Literacy: Literacy 97 percent in 1994. Strong 
tradition of educating all citizens; ambitious program to restructure 
Soviet system hampered by low funding and loss of teachers. School 
attendance mandatory through grade nine. Kyrgyz increasingly used 
for instruction; transition from Russian hampered by lack of 
textbooks. Twenty-six institutions of higher learning. 
Health: Transition from Soviet national health system to public 
health insurance system slowed by low funding. In 1990s, health 
professionals not well-trained; supplies, facilities, and equipment 
insufficient, unsanitary. Contaminated water a major health hazard. 
Economy 
Gross National Product (GNP): In 1993, estimated at US$2.77 
billion, US$590 per capita, declining steadily in early and mid-1990s. 
In 1994 growth rate -26.2 percent. Economic growth stopped by 
insufficient privatization and restructuring, Soviet-era banking 
system, and rampant corruption. 
Agriculture: Heavily state controlled, reducing profitability and 
encouraging subsistence farming; irrigation necessary for more than 
70 percent of land. Main use of land livestock raising; main crops 
corn, wheat, barley, vegetables, potatoes, and sugar beets. Bank 
credits and input materials scarce for farmers; severe output decline 
1991-95. 
Industry and Mining: Production decline 58 percent, 1992-94, 
caused by energy shortage and loss of Russian skilled workers. 
Political pressure maintains unprofitable Soviet-era state enterprises. 
Main industries machine building, textiles, food processing, 
electronics, and metallurgy. Iron ore, copper, gold, lead, zinc, 
molybdenum, mercury, and antimony are mined. 
Energy: Insignificant oil and natural gas deposits, and coal deposits 
not fully exploited. In 1994, some 39 percent of imports were fuels. 
Coal-powered thermoelectric power pro-duction replaced by 
hydroelectric power, early 1990s; emphasis on electric power based 
on abundant water power, providing exportable power bartered for 
coal from Kazakstan. 
Exports: In 1994, value US$339 million. Main commodities wool, 
hides, cotton, electric power, electronics, metals, food products, and 
shoes. Main partners Russia, Ukraine, Uzbeki-stan, Kazakstan, and 
China. Export taxes and licensing sub-stantially relaxed by 1995. 
Imports: In 1994, mainly fuels, construction materials, ferrous 
metals, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, and machinery. Main suppliers 
Russia, Kazakstan, Uzbekistan, and China. Import licenses and tariffs 
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liberalized, 1994. Value US$347 million, 1994.
Balance of Payments: In 1992, deficit US$147.5 million. 
Exchange Rate: Som introduced as national currency, May 1993, 
with floating exchange rate. Early 1996, eleven som per US$1. 
Inflation: Hyperinflation (1,400 percent per year), 1992 and 1993; 
rate about 180 percent 1994; 1995 government target 55 percent; 
value of som supported by international banks beginning in 1993, and
price controls reintroduced 1993. 
Fiscal Year: Calendar year. 
Fiscal Policy: Drastic tax revenue shrinkage caused revenue crisis 
and reduced government spending, 1994; widespread tax reform 
program in place 1995, focusing on enforcement and new land and 
excise taxes. 
Transportation and Telecommunications 
Highways: In 1990, 28,400 kilometers of roads, of which 22,400 
hard-surfaced. Nearly all freight moves by road; plans to supplement 
connection with China-Pakistan highway, mid-1990s. Fuel shortage 
restricts vehicle use, mid-1990s. 
Railroads: Little developed; 370 kilometers of track, one main line in
north, 1994. Plans for north-south line begun 1995. 
Civil Aviation: Two international airports, at Bishkek and Osh; about 
twenty-five smaller facilities. Beginning in 1991, fuel shortage diverts 
international traffic to Almaty in Kazakstan, with reduction in overall 
transport; regular service to Tashkent and Moscow. 
Inland Waterways: None. 
Ports: None. 
Pipelines: In 1994, 220 kilometers for natural gas. 
Telecommunications: Little developed; in 1994, about 7 per-cent of
population with telephones. Equipment outmoded, operating at 
capacity, and difficult to replace. Three national radio stations, very 
limited domestic television. 
  

 
 

Tajikistan 
Formal Name: Republic of Tajikistan. 
Short Form: Tajikistan. 
Term for Citizens: Tajikistani(s). 
Capital: Dushanbe. 
Date of Independence: September 9, 1991. 
Geography 
Size: Approximately 143,100 square kilometers. 
Topography: Mainly mountainous, with lower elevations in 
northwest, southwest, and Fergana Valley in far northern zone. 
Highest elevations in southeast, in Pamir-Alay system; numerous 
glaciers in mountains. Dense river network creates valleys through 
mountain chains. Lakes primarily in Pamir region to the east. 
Climate: Mainly continental, with drastic changes according to 
elevation. Arid in subtropical southwest lowlands, which have highest 
temperatures; lowest temperatures at highest altitudes. Highest 
precipitation near Fedchenko Glacier, lowest in eastern Pamirs. 
Society 
Population: By last Soviet census (1989), 5,092,603; no later 
reliable estimate available. Annual growth rate 3.0 percent in 1992; 
1991 population density 38.2 persons per square kilometer. 
Ethnic Groups: In 1989 census, Tajiks 62.3 percent, Uzbeks 23.5 
percent, Russians 7.6 percent, Tatars 1.4 percent, and Kyrgyz 1.3 
percent. 
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Languages: Official state language, Tajik, is spoken by an estimated 
62 percent; Russian, widely used in government and business, a 
second language for most of urban non-Russian population. 
Religion: Islam practiced by about 90 percent of population, mainly 
Sunni; remainder Russian Orthodox, with some other small Christian 
and Jewish groups. 
Education and Literacy: Education compulsory through secondary 
school, but completion rate below 90 percent. Literacy estimated at 
98 percent. In 1990s, facilities and materials extremely inadequate, 
and specialized secondary and higher education programs poorly 
developed. 
Health: Generally low level of care in Soviet era continued or 
declined in 1990s. Number and quality of medical personnel, 
hospitals, and equipment undermined by low funding and civil war. 
Mortality and incidence of disease rose in 1990s because of pollution 
and shortage of medicines. 
Economy 
Gross National Product (GNP): Estimated in 1993 at US$2.7 
billion, or US$470 per capita. Average growth rate 1985-92 was -7.8 
percent per year. Beginning 1992, economic growth in all sectors 
crippled by transformation from Soviet system and by effects of civil 
war. 
Agriculture: Largest sector of economy, dominated by cotton, grain, 
vegetables; food production insufficient for domestic consumption. 
Nearly all agricultural labor unmechanized, and output declined 
sharply in mid-1990s. Commitment to cotton as primary crop 
continues in post-Soviet era, although production has decreased. 
Industry and Mining: Advancement and diversification slow in 
1990s after specialized roles in Soviet period emphasized aluminum 
processing and chemicals. Contributed about 30 percent of net 
material product (NMP--see Glossary) in 1991. Productivity of nearly 
all industries declined in mid-1990s. Several minerals, including gold, 
mined on a small scale. 
Energy: Hydroelectric power only major source, providing 75 percent 
of electricity; must import petroleum fuels and coal, only minor 
exploitation of domestic deposits. Power imports from neighboring 
countries problematic in 1990s because of insufficient funds. 
Exports: In 1995, worth about US$720 million. Principal items 
electric power, cotton, fertilizers, nonferrous metals (especially 
aluminum), silk, fruits, and vegetables. Postcommunist export 
markets outside Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) very 
slow to form, and traditional barter ties remain strong; principal 
customers within CIS Russia, Kazakstan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan; 
outside CIS Poland, Sweden, Afghanistan, Austria, Norway, and 
Hungary. 
Imports: In 1995, worth about US$1.2 billion. Principal items fuels, 
grains, iron and steel, consumer goods, and finished industrial 
products. Principal suppliers in CIS Russia, Turkmenistan, Kazakstan, 
Uzbekistan, and Ukraine; outside CIS Poland, Austria, France, Britain, 
and Turkey. Total non-CIS imports in 1995 US$265 million. 
Balance of Payments: Estimated 1994 budget deficit US$54.7 
million. 
Exchange Rate: Tajikistani ruble introduced in May 1995 after using 
Soviet ruble (withdrawn elsewhere in the CIS in late 1993) until 
January 1994, then joining Russian ruble zone and adopting new 
Russian rubles then in use. January 1996 value of Tajikistani ruble 
284 per US$1. 
Inflation: Consumer price index rose 416 percent 1993-94, 120 
percent 1994-95; controlled in 1995 by antiinflationary gov-ernment 
program. 
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Fiscal Year: Calendar year.
Fiscal Policy: Highly centralized government system, with little 
regional authority. Initial price decontrol in 1992 caused extensive 
hardship, led to retrenchment and resumption of strong government 
control of prices and wages. In 1993, major sources of national 
income value-added tax (30 percent), enterprise profits tax (26 
percent), and excise tax (13 percent). 
Transportation and Telecommunications 
Highways: In 1992, 32,750 kilometers of roads, of which 18,240 
classified as main roads. One major highway connecting Dushanbe in 
southwest with Khujand in northwest. 
Railroads: Most important means of transportation, but do not link 
vital areas of northwest and southwest. In 1990 total track 891 
kilometers, of which 410 industrial. Aging infrastructure depleting 
service reliability. 
Civil Aviation: Airport at Dushanbe, only one with scheduled flights, 
in poor condition; cannot accommodate large inter-national planes. 
Tajikistan International Airlines founded 1995 with Western aid. 
Inland Waterways: None. 
Ports: None. 
Pipelines: Only short natural gas lines from Uzbekistan to Dushanbe 
and linking Uzbekistani points across Tajikistan's northwest 
extremity. 
Telecommunications: In 1993, 259,600 telephones (one per 
twenty-two persons). Radio and television broadcasting is monopoly 
of the State Television and Radio Broadcasting Company. Thirteen AM
and three FM stations offer programs in Tajik, Russian, and Uzbek. 
Television broadcasts from Dushanbe with relays from Iran, Russia, 
and Turkey. In 1992, 854,000 radios and 860,000 televisions in use. 
  
  

 
  
Turkmenistan                                                                
Formal Name: Republic of Turkmenistan. 
Short Form: Turkmenistan. 
Term for Citizens: Turkmenistani(s). 
Capital: Ashgabat. 
Date of Independence: October 27, 1991. 
Geography 
Size: Approximately 488,100 square kilometers. 
Topography: Center of country dominated by Turan Depres-sion and
Garagum Desert, flatlands of which occupy nearly 80 percent of 
country's area; Kopetdag Range along southwestern border reaches 
2,912 meters; Balkan Mountains in far west and Kugitang Range in 
far east only other appreciable elevations. 
Climate: Subtropical, desert, and severely continental, with little 
rainfall; winters mild and dry, most precipitation falling between 
January and May. Heaviest precipitation in Kopetdag Range. 
Population: In 1991, population 3,808,900; 1989 annual growth 
rate 2.5 percent; 1991 population density 7.8 persons per square 
kilometer. 
Ethnic Groups: In 1991, Turkmen 72 percent, Russians nearly 10 
percent, Uzbeks 9 percent, and Kazaks 2 percent. 
Languages: Turkmen, official national language, spoken by about 75 
percent of population; Russian, replaced as official language in 1992 
constitution, still much used in official communications despite 
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campaigning to limit its influence; English given status behind 
Turkmen as second official language, 1993. 
Religion: Approximately 87 percent Muslim (mainly Sunni), 11 
percent Russian Orthodox; many who profess Islam are not active 
adherents. 
Education and Literacy: In 1991, estimated 98 percent of those 
above age fifteen literate; education compulsory through eighth 
grade. Much of Soviet education system still in place; substantial 
modification in progress to raise quality of work force. 
Health: Soviet system of free care for all citizens remains in place, 
but in early 1990s supply shortages and poor medical staff made care
inadequate in many areas; infant mortality highest and life 
expectancy lowest in Central Asia. 
Economy 
Gross National Product (GNP): 1994 estimate US$4.3 billion, or 
US$1,049 per capita. Real growth rate estimated at -24 percent, 
1994. 
Agriculture: Limited, gradual privatization of state-held arable land, 
with state control of marketing and inputs. Irrigation, a major 
expense in support of nearly all agricultural areas, hampered by 
inefficient delivery. Major crops cotton, grains, fodder crops, with 
wool, meat, and milk from raising of livestock, chiefly sheep. 
Industry and Mining: Specialized for oil and gas industry and 
cotton products, post-Soviet diversification slow; some machine 
building, production of construction materials, carpet weaving, and 
food and wine processing. Fuel-related industries slowed in early 
1990s by difficulties in fuel sales abroad. Wide variety of mineral 
deposits, especially sulfur, used in chemical industry. 
Energy: Self-sufficient in natural gas and oil, with major untapped 
deposits expected to sustain supply in foreseeable future. Natural gas 
dominates domestic energy consumption and energy exports. 
Exports: In 1995 worth about US$1.9 billion. Principal items natural 
gas, petroleum, cotton, chemicals, processed foods, and minerals. 
Postcommunist export market in Russia remains steady; markets 
with other former Soviet republics have declined. Post-1991 
expansion of specific products, especially cotton, outside 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), Western Europe, 
Mexico, Far East. 
Imports: In 1995 worth about US$1.5 billion. Principal items food 
and beverages, textiles, and machinery. Principal import suppliers 
Russia, Ukraine, Kazakstan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and Germany. 
Balance of Payments: In 1992, estimated as US$108 million deficit. 
Exchange Rate: Manat introduced November 1993, replacing 
Russian ruble. One manat equals 100 tenge. Revaluation late 1995 
from US$1=500 manat to US$1=2,100 manat, but wide variation of 
value in unofficial markets. Official rate January 1996, 200 manat per 
US$1. 
Inflation: In 1995 estimated at more than 1,000 percent, about 
same rate as previous years. Increased entitlements and loose 
government lending policy caused repeated increases in early 1990s. 
Fiscal Year: Calendar year. 
Fiscal Policy: Highly centralized government policy, with no regional 
authority. Ministry of Economy and Finance has nominal control over 
public finance, but many extrabudgetary expenditures block effective 
control, incur deficits. Lack of experience hinders development of 
commercially oriented banking system. 
Transportation and Telecommunications 
Highways: In 1990 about 23,000 kilometers of roads, of which 
15,300 paved. One major highway connects eastern and western 
population centers. 
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Railroads: In 1993, about 2,120 kilometers of track in system 
inadequate to serve current needs. Major renovation and expansion 
in planning stage, including 1,000 kilometers of new track. 
Civil Aviation: Seven airports, four with permanent-surface 
runways. Main international airport at Ashgabat. Turkmenistan 
Airlines offers connections to some European cities, Middle and Far 
East, and southern Asia. 
Inland Waterways: None. 
Ports: Main shipping facility at Turkmenbashy on Caspian Sea; three 
smaller Caspian ports, undergoing reconstruction 1995. 
Pipelines: Critical part of economic infrastructure; in 1994, some 
4,400 kilometers in operation, with plans for new natural gas lines 
westward to Bulgaria (4,000 kilometers) and eastward to China 
(6,700 kilometers) before 2000. 
Telecommunications: In poorly developed telephone system, 28 
percent of households with telephones, many villages lacking 
telephone service entirely, and much outdated equipment; 
modernization program began early 1990s. Two television 
broadcasting centers relaying satellite transmissions from Orbita and 
International Telecommunications Satellite Organization (Intelsat) to 
all cities and rural centers. All broadcasting controlled by State 
Committee for Television and Radio Broadcasting. 
  

 
  
  
Uzbekistan                                                                    
Formal Name: Republic of Uzbekistan. 
Short Form: Uzbekistan. 
Term for Citizens: Uzbekistani(s). 
Capital: Tashkent. 
Date of Independence: August 31, 1991. 
Geography 
Size: Approximately 447,000 square kilometers. 
Topography: About 80 percent flat, desert; mountain ranges 
dominate far southeast and far northeast and traverse middle of 
eastern provinces, east to west. Fergana Valley in northeast most 
fertile region. Few lakes and rivers; shrinking Aral Sea, shared with 
Kazakstan, in northwest. Most of country seismically active. 
Climate: Continental; hot summers, cool winters. Annual rainfall 
very sparse in most regions, irrigation needed for crops. 
Society 
Population: Approximately 23 million, 1994; growth rate in 1995, 
2.5 percent per year; 1993 population density 48.5 persons per 
square kilometer. 
Ethnic Groups: In 1995, Uzbek 71 percent, Russian 8 percent, Tajik 
5 percent, Kazak 4 percent, Tatar 2 percent, and Karakalpak 2 
percent. 
Language: Uzbek designated preferred language, required for 
citizenship, but Russian in wide official and commercial use, 1995. In 
1994, Uzbek first language of 74 percent, Russian of 14 percent, and 
Tajik of 4 percent. 
Religion: Muslim (mostly Sunni) 88 percent, Russian Ortho-dox 9 
percent, about 93,000 Jews. Islam practiced in individ-ualized forms; 
little political Islam although post-Soviet religious practice greatly 
increased. 
Education and Literacy: Literacy 97 percent, 1989. Program to 
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restructure Soviet-era system hampered by low budget, poor 
condition of infrastructure, and loss of teachers. Attendance 
compulsory through grade nine. In 1993, 86 percent of population 
ages six to sixteen in regular or vocational school. Fifty-three 
institutions of higher learning active, 1993. 
Health: Universal free health care; some private practices and health 
insurance introduced, early 1990s. Shortages of medicine, 
equipment, and trained personnel. Health crises, epidemics caused by
high pollution levels, especially in Aral Sea region. Infant mortality 
increased very fast beginning in 1970s. 
Economy 
Gross National Product (GNP): In 1993, US$31 billion, or 
US$1,346 per capita. In 1994 growth rate -4 percent. Cautious 
reform avoided major post-Soviet declines of other Central Asian 
states; strong resource base promises prosperity given systemic 
reform. 
Agriculture: Cotton remains primary crop, requiring heavy 
irrigation; entire system geared for its production. Failure to expand 
grain culture has led to heavy food imports. Other crops wheat, oats, 
corn, barley, rice, fodder crops, fruits, and vegetables. 
Industry and Mining: Slow diversification, early 1990s, from 
Soviet-era specialization in cotton-related and mineral-processing 
operations. Heavy industry, centered in northeast, mainly petroleum 
and mineral processing, machinery, ferrous metallurgy, chemicals, 
and electric power. Light industry dominated by fabric and food 
processing. Gold, copper, zinc, lead, tungsten, uranium, 
molybdenum, and fluorospar mined. 
Energy: Large untapped natural gas reserves, small coal and oil 
production; two newly tapped oil fields have high potential. Coal 
mainly in northeastern industrial region. Hydroelectric power system 
well-developed on three major rivers; thermo-electric stations burn 
natural gas or coal. 
Exports: Worth US$3.0 billion in 1994. As in Soviet period, 
dominated by minerals, cotton, cotton-related machinery, textiles, 
and fertilizers. Chief customers remain in Com-monwealth of 
Independent States (CIS): Russia, Kazakstan, Ukraine, 
Turkmenistan, and Kyrgyzstan. Export licensing liberalized 1994, but 
market expansion slow. 
Imports: Worth US$2.5 billion in 1994. Mostly non-textile consumer 
goods, grain and other foods, machinery, and ferrous metals; chief 
suppliers Russia, Ukraine, Kazakstan, Turkmenistan, Belarus, and 
Kyrgyzstan. Import licensing discontinued, quotas reduced, 1994. 
Balance of Payments: In 1992, US$107 million deficit. 
Exchange Rate: Provisional currency unit, som, introduced 
November 1993, made permanent July 1994. In 1996, rate thirty-five
som per US$1. Stabilized and convertibility liber-alized 1995; full 
convertibility promised 1996. 
Inflation: Hyperinflation (1,100 percent) 1993, 270 percent 1994 
after second-half slide of som's value. Government control remains 
on prices of basic commodities and fuels, but prices of other items 
rose very fast after decontrol, 1992 and 1993. 
Fiscal Year: Calendar year. 
Fiscal Policy: Tax system reformed with addition of value-added and 
profits tax, beginning 1992; main revenues of 1993 state budget 
from value-added tax, corporate income tax, cotton marketing, and 
individual income tax; 1993 state budget deficit 200 million rubles, 
12 percent of revenue. 
Transportation and Telecommunications 
Highways: About 67,000 kilometers paved. Three major roads 
connect Tashkent and Termiz, Samarqand and Chärjew, and 
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Tashkent and Quqon, respectively. Fergana Ring serves industries of 
the northeast. Highways carry about 25 percent of freight traffic. 
Railroads: About 3,500 kilometers of track, much needing repair, 
carry about 75 percent of freight traffic. Main line Transcaspian 
Railroad connecting Tashkent with Amu Darya. 
Civil Aviation: Nine airports, of which four accommodate 
international flights. Largest airport, at Tashkent, a hub linking 
Central Asia with Western Europe and United States. 
Inland Waterways: Steamship travel on Amu Darya reduced 
because of low water levels. 
Ports: None. 
Pipelines: In 1992, 325 kilometers of oil pipeline, 2,470 kilometers 
of natural gas pipeline. 
Telecommunications: Telephone service available to 7 percent of 
population in 1994. Much outmoded equipment remains in service; 
system expansion slow. Satellite television broadcasts in some 
regions. Radio and television controlled by Ministry of 
Communications. 
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